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victorinox sWISS ARMY Named Official Soldier’s Knife BY THE SWISS GOVERNMENT
Ibach, Switzerland – After almost 50 years, the Swiss Government called for an update to its standard issue Soldier’s knife which began its tour of duty in 1961. This marks only the fourth evolution of the storied knife over its 120-year history. A total of seven suppliers from Switzerland and around the globe were invited to participate in the evaluation process; the knives submitted underwent practical testing by military personnel while laboratory tests assessed the compliance with technical specifications. Victorinox proved to be the best solution for the Swiss Army and was awarded the exclusive contract as the official provider.  
“It is very exciting and an honor that Victorinox can continue the long standing relationship it has with the Swiss Army. We will continue to provide quality knives to Switzerland’s soldiers just as my family has done for more than 100 years,” states President of Victorinox AG and founding family member, Charles Elsener. 
The new standard issue knife features a new ergonomic dual density handle, which will allow for a secure grip in extreme cold or wet weather situations. Other updates and features include a one-hand serrated locking blade, Phillips Screwdriver, can opener with small screwdriver, bottle opener with large locking screwdriver, wire stripper, reamer, key ring and wood saw. The standard issue model will be offered in a black and olive green combination handle which will be available at retail in spring of 2009. 
75,000 units have been ordered by the Swiss Army and will be issued to troops during the first basic training sessions of 2009. 
About Victorinox Swiss Army

Victorinox Swiss Army, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Victorinox, A.G., is the exclusive United States, Canadian and Caribbean marketer of VICTORINOX multi-tools, forged cutlery, and LED lighting products; VICTORINOX SWISS ARMY timepieces, and R.H. FORSCHNER BY VICTORINOX cutlery.  It sells apparel throughout the world under the VICTORINOX trademark and has flagship retail stores in New York and Tokyo.  Under license from Victorinox A.G., the Company sublicenses the VICTORINOX trademark and the famous Victorinox Cross and Shield to selected manufacturers and distributors of fine products including VICTORINOX TRAVEL GEAR.  The company Web site is located at www.swissarmy.com.  Victorinox Swiss Army, Inc. is based in Monroe, CT.  “VICTORINOX”, the famous Victorinox Cross and Shield, and “SWISS ARMY” are trademarks owned by Victorinox AG and its affiliates and are registered in many countries 
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